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January 29, 2010 
 

 
 

ADDENDUM #2 TO 
MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

INVITATION FOR BID 
#HWY-309444-RP 

 
 
 
The purpose of this addendum is for the evaluation result reversing the Department’s previous decision 
for the Approved Equivalent request on the 21-Passenger Cutaway Transit Buses per the attached form. 
 
 
Due to this change, the opening date will be extended until 2:00 PM on:  FEBRUARY 16, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All other terms, conditions, specifications and incidentals shall remain the same as originally stated in 
Invitation for Bid #HWY-309444-RP and Purchase Order Adjustment 309444-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDENDUM ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: 
 
_________________________________ (Vendor Signature) 
 
_______________________________ (Date) 
 
hereby acknowledge that I have received a copy of Addendum #2. 
 
 
A copy of this signed addendum MUST be included with your bid response.  Failure to include a copy of 
this addendum with your response will result in disqualification of your response. 
 
 
 
 
MDT attempts to provide accommodations for any known disability that may interfere with a person 
participating in any service, program or activity of the Department.  Alternative accessible formats of this 
information will be provided upon request.  For further information call Richele Parkhurst at  
(406) 657-0274 Voice or 1-800-335-7592 TTY or TTY (406) 444-7696. 
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                                  Montana Department of Transportation                     Jim Lynch, Director 

 

 

 
 

MDT TRANSIT VEHICLES 

REQUEST FOR EXCEPTIONS/APPROVED EQUALS FORM 

IFB NO. : HWY#309444 

NAME OF BIDDER: Jason Spore, EK Coaches 

TITLE OF DOCUMENT REFERENCE: HYW#309444-RP 

TYPE OF VEHICLE/EQUIPMENT: 21 Passengers Dsl Buses 

PAGES & REFERENCE: 2 

BIDDERS REQUEST: 

HWY-309444-RP calls for a wheelbase of 184-190 inches (5.1.3, pg. 12), but does not allow frame 

extensions between the wheels (5.6.4, pg. 17).  The longest standard wheelbases available from Ford 

and Chevrolet on a ~14,050 chassis are 176" and 177".  We need to be able to stretch the frame 

between the wheels (per Ford's/Chevrolet's QVM guidelines) to meet the minimum specified wheelbase.  

The longer wheelbase is necessary to aid in weight distribution.  This floor plan will be overweight on a 

176"/177" chassis. 

 

MDT RESPONSE: 

MDT will accept a 176-178 inch wheelbase chassis stretched, with a center frame extension, to 184-190 

inches, under the condition that the chassis is Ford QVM certified or equal chassis manufacturer’s 

certified. 

 

 

 

                                           2960 Prospect Avenue                                            Brian Schweitzer, Governor  
PO Box 201001 

Helena, MT  59620-1001 
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NOTE: 

Any request for an Approved Equal or Exception to the Specifications must be fully supported with 

technical data, test results and any other information available, as evidence that the substitute offered is 

equal to or better than the Specifications/Requirements.  MDT may require a bidder offering a substitute 

to supply additional descriptive material, a sample and/or a demonstration. 

 


